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STATE AND TERRITORY SECTOR SNAPSHOT:

Transport

Transport is Australia’s fastest-growing source of emissions and is projected to  
be the highest-emitting sector by the end of the decade (DCCEEW 2023).  
Despite this, solutions to decarbonise transport already exist, and states and 
territories have begun implementing policies to reduce the sector’s emissions. 
To date, governments have focused on technology-based policy solutions over 
solutions that reduce or avoid the need to travel, or shift passengers and  
freight to less emissions-intensive modes. 

	+ Zero emissions vehicles: Most states and territories are providing 
support for consumers to purchase electric vehicles (EVs) through 
reduced registration fees and rebates, and setting new zero 
emissions vehicle sales targets. 

	+ EV charger network: Most governments are coordinating the rollout 
of electric charger networks through targeted programs and plans. 

	+ Zero emissions public buses: Most jurisdictions are transitioning 
their transport fleets, with programs for procuring zero emissions 
buses and rolling out supporting infrastructure. 

	+ Urban rail: Most governments are expanding urban rail networks, 
with the majority of these powered by electricity. 
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https://www.dcceew.gov.au/climate-change/publications/australias-emissions-projections-2023
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More to be done

A C T I O N S  T O  
R E D U C E  E M I S S I O N S

P O L I C Y  A R E A S  R E Q U I R I N G  A D D I T I O N A L  F O C U S

Reduce private passenger 
transport emissions

	+ Accelerated EV uptake and new vehicle sales targets in jurisdictions 
without them

	+ Public EV charger rollouts to support faster uptake of electric vehicles 

Reduce public  
transport emissions

	+ Planning and rollout of electric bus fleets in all remaining jurisdictions 
that have yet to begin implementation 

	+ Renewable energy use for state- and territory-owned transport  
operations, including bus and rail fleet 

Increase uptake of public  
and active transport modes

	+ Targets for, and policies that support, increased public transport  
and active travel modes

Reduce freight  
transport emissions

	+ Stronger freight policy in all jurisdictions to reduce freight emissions. 
This includes enabling mode shift of freight from road to lower  
emissions alternatives such as rail, reducing freight distance  
travelled, improving rolling stock efficiency and increasing the  
use of alternative fuels 

	+ Jurisdiction-specific policies and support at a national level for  
improved heavy road vehicles energy efficiency 
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For more information, see the full report: Leading climate policies from Australia’s states and territories.
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