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STATE AND TERRITORY SECTOR SNAPSHOT:

Resources

Australia’s resources sector is heavily export-focused —accounting for two-thirds
of the country’s exported goods (Climate Change Authority 2024). Coal and gas
comprise much of these exports, and as countries reduce their emissions, demand
for Australia’s coal and gas will decrease. However, Australia is also the world’s
largest producer of iron ore, bauxite and lithium, and it has some of the world’s
largest copper and nickel reserves. Many of these mineral resources are essential
to low-carbon technologies, presenting opportunities for Australia in the global
transition to net zero emissions. If Australia transitions to environmentally

and socially responsible mining of non-fossil fuel resources and increases its
capabilities in downstream manufacturing, it could ensure its continued
prosperity in a decarbonising global economy.

Prog ress so fq r + Technology RI'OtS: Some governments are funding low-emissions
technology pilots.

+ Local communities: Some states and territories are working to
minimise the impacts of mine closures on local communities.

+ Renewable energy: Some governments are working to increase
renewable electricity supply to mine sites.

+ Large emitters: Some states and territories are implementing
policies for the resources sector requiring large projects and
emitters to assess and minimise their emissions.
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https://www.climatechangeauthority.gov.au/sector-pathways-review
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More to be done

ACTIONS TO
REDUCE EMISSIONS

POLICY AREAS REQUIRING ADDITIONAL FOCUS

Take an economy-wide lens
on emissions management

Strengthening action and implementing policies that reduce
emissions from facilities not covered by the federal

Safeguard Mechanism

Aligning environmental and planning approvals and ongoing licence
monitoring conditions with jurisdictional emissions-reduction targets,
and high environmental and social standards

Reduce fugitive emissions
from coal mining and
gas production

Coal mines’ fugitive emissions through ventilation air methane
mitigation measures

Gas fugitive emissions through carbon capture and storage,
and other processes

Power resources activity with
renewable electricity

Renewable electricity in off-grid and grid-connected assets

Improve energy efficiency

Energy efficiency through data management, artificial intelligence,
controls, automation, process design, energy management and
equipment upgrades

Waste heat recovery in liquefied natural gas production

Electrify and switch to
low-carbon fuels

Electrify mining processes and reduce haulage emissions through the
use of conveyors, trolley assist and electric trucks

Electrify compressing turbines for natural gas liquefaction and gas
extraction and processing

Switch remaining fossil fuel use to zero-emissions fuels

For more information, see the full report: Leading climate policies from Australia’s states and territories.
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